NAYANA

oozes out of this ashy earth. Legend says Rushi Jamadagni
performed Yagna here. The white earth represents the ash of
the Yagna-Kunda. Even today, this Vibhooti is given as prasad
in the Renuka temple. The spot where the water oozes out
represents the sahasraara or the thousand petalled lotus seat
of Goddess in the human head. The water in the river is
believed 10 be t'he water in the Kamandal o"f Jamadagni.

The river flows through the spot which forms the
entrace to Padaiveedu. The path of the river is suggestive of
the path of energy flowing down the Sahasrara. After
emerging from the plateau, Kundalini river cascades over a
rocky spot which by its resemblance to a serpent hood is
called in Tamil Tambadichan ParaV.

In the space between the eyebrows is located Aagnya
Cakra Renuka is called Vajreswari, Vajrawati, Chandi,
Prachandachandi and Chinnamasta (Chinnamasta literally
means a split head in Yoga; at a certain stage the skull bones
in the crown of the head, separate slightly and that spot
becomes soft as in the case of infants. This experience is
represented by Chinnamasta.   She resides in the
Aagnaaycakra and rends the knot called Rudra (Granthi).

Padaiveedu, so holy to the spiritual aspirants, was
considered a rendezvous of revolutionaries by the police. On
a Friday morning, two plainclothed police officials arrived
at the Renuka temple. It is well known that Fridays are
auspicious for the devotees of the Goddess. Nayana was then
going round the temple, composing a sloka* per round. He
did twenty seven rounds, reciting twentyseven slokas in praise
of Renuka, and sat on a pial, writing the same slokas.
Umasahasram was also there but unnoticed by the police

*This hymn begins with "Surasirascara ccarana renuka Jagadadheeswari
Jayati Renuka" This hymn was later included and printed in Geetamala
by Ganapati.
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